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Public servant John  

 

Work hard for real-world impact 
Difficulty in engaging with academia & 
 civil society  
Hierarchy, tunnel vision… 



Student Kaito Professional Sarah 
 

Skillfull, accomplished,  
engaged and 
wants to give back! 



 

Student Kaito Philantropist Jane 
 

Thirsty for impact… 



How many of you feel 
the same? 

      

        I do. 



 
so knowledgeable 

 
so powerless 



 

paradox 



 

 
richer 

live longer 

more educate 

less deferential 





yet 
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Spectators.  Not actors. 

  

 
 

 



      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consumers. Not citizens.  

 

 

 

 



yet 

 
 
 

we need citizens not consumers 





How to fix that? 









we can do more… 

 



WELCOME TO THE WORLD OF  
 
 

POLICY  

 



ELECTIONS ELECTIONS  
 

the policy space 



policy-making 

no longer a top-down affaire 
 

but 
 

bottom-up affaire 



participatory politics 

 



OECD stats  



 



 



 
 
 

participatory fatigue 
 

participatory cynicism 
 
 
 

 
 



stakeholders 





inequalities 





distrust in political system 



 



not the few to be over-represented but the 
many to be under-represented 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How to move from 
 

formal equality  
 

to substantive equality? 

 
 
      





citizen lobbying 

 





 

 

 







Equalize Participation 

• opening of parliamentary research services 

• skill-sharing and pro bono 

 

• voucher system to contribute to CSOs 

• ‘lobbying stimulus’ enabling citizens to 
contribute a % of their taxes to CSOs 

 



 

need alternative & complementary 
unconventional forms of participation 

channeling citizens’ pluralistic, chaotic input 
into political conversation  

to bring us closer to our representatives - and 
to do so in between elections  


