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� HYPERLINK "http://www.sigmaweb.org/" \t "_blank" ��Our Website�





Articles in this Issue:


►	Implementation of the New EC Public Procurement Directives: The State of Play in February 2006


The EU legislation on public procurement has been undergoing a major reform process in the past few years. This reform centres on two new EC Directives: the Public Sector Procurement Directive and the Utilities Procurement Directive. What is the status of implementation of these directives in EU Member States?


�HYPERLINK "http://www.sigmaweb.org/dataoecd/4/30/36361194.pdf" \t "_blank"��Read more about the new procurement directives�


►	Developing National e-procurement Plans – the Swedish Experience


In the early 1990s, the Swedish public sector was already focusing on how to take advantage of the evolving possibilities resulting from IT development.  The EC’s Action Plan of October 2004 for the implementation of the legal framework for electronic public procurement spurred efforts to develop e-procurement in Sweden.


�HYPERLINK "http://www.sigmaweb.org/dataoecd/3/54/36361202.pdf" \t "_blank"��Read more about the development of e-procurement in Sweden�


►	New Sigma Studies on Public Procurement in the EU of 27


Sigma is currently conducting three comprehensive studies on specific aspects of the public procurement systems of the 25 EU Member States, together with Bulgaria and Romania, scheduled to join the Union in January 2007. The studies focus on: public procurement review and remedies systems; central public procurement organisation and capacity; and performance and efficiency in public procurement systems.


�HYPERLINK "http://www.sigmaweb.org/dataoecd/4/6/36361218.pdf" \t "_blank"��Read more about Sigma’s public procurement studies�


►	Sigma Seminars and Conferences on Public Procurement


In 2006 Sigma has launched, in co-operation with public procurement authorities in partner countries, a series of seminars and conferences aimed at providing strategic and planning guidance on the implementation of new procurement procedures and instruments and increasing awareness and understanding of public procurement issues.


�HYPERLINK "http://www.sigmaweb.org/dataoecd/4/4/36361234.pdf" \t "_blank"��Find out more about these seminars�
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Next Issue of Update in May 2006 will focus on�“Better Regulation – The Perspective of New EU Member States”
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